
East Africa Biodesign is a global collaboration between the University of 
Global Health Equity (UGHE), the University of Rwanda, Kenyatta University, 
and Stanford Mussallem Center for Biodesign. The program aims to 
enhance health outcomes and equity for underserved populations in East 
Africa by training local innovators to develop appropriate, accessible, and 
sustainable health innovations. East Africa Biodesign builds on local 
expertise through a sustainable model that combines faculty development, 
a hands-on fellowship, and ecosystem strengthening and support. 

Seven local faculty across all three East African universities have trained at 
Stanford in the proven biodesign innovation process, which has impacted 
over 18 million people worldwide through the 50+ companies that have 
spun directly out of Stanford Biodesign training. By applying the process, 
innovators learn to identify unmet health-related needs, invent new 
technologies to address these needs, and prepare to implement these 
technologies into patient care.

The East Africa Biodesign fellowship has graduated two cohorts of 
multidisciplinary innovators with backgrounds in medicine, engineering,
and entrepreneurship. The 12 graduated fellows have now spun out four
startup companies addressing problems in maternal and newborn health: 
postpartum hemorrhage (Innoheza), newborn respiratory distress (Eterna), 
perineal tears (Sawazisha) and obstructed labor (U-Von). 

Beyond the fellowship, East Africa Biodesign is investing in the broader 
regional innovation ecosystem and connecting stakeholders across African 
universities, government, industry, and investors. To date, the program has 
engaged 1,200+ health innovators across Africa. Recent efforts include 
sponsoring the Transforming African MedTech Conference, conducting 
workshops to train current innovators and founders, hosting a popular 
online East Africa Health Innovation webinar series, and ensuring 
innovators have access to needed expert advisors and mentors. 
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